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Detroit-born
pianist Kirk

ically overlooked players and high [ S T _— | k | ‘nghtsey
on that list is Detroit-born pianist [ SN ' ¥ P ~racks up an-
Kirk Lightsey. O B - other winner
- During the ’60s and *70s, Light- |E .. R _- ‘with his new
sey rose quickly, backing stalwarts E ik E L GrTED . - CD.

like Sonny Stitt, Chet Bakerand - -, .0 oot e S

= . - ) ' - L] " - 1. e
- . - . - . . - . . ' e . e L . .- -
a = .. ' -y . Fs . , HeY 'EI., . i . -

Dexter Gordon. As a leader, how- used a horn section before anyone disks comes nicely packaged with
ever, he has laid low; he lives in else and teamed with weird poet rare photos and illuminating new
France, tours minimally and records  Shel Silverstein on hits like the hu-  biographical liner notes.
his many gems for tiny independent morous “Marie Laveau” and the Ratings Guide: **%**, excellent;
labels like Sunnyside and Lime unabashedly sentlmental “Daddy, 4k, good; **, fair; *, below av-
Tree. | . | - What If.” = . erage; no stars, use as a drink
For this tribute to Bill Evans,  Bare’s duets with Skeeter Davis coaster. Special %% *** rating re-
nghtsey returns to a trio format are here, along with some nearly for- served for classics. -~
with drummer Famoudou Don gotten gems like “Detroit City,” ==~ -
Moy and bassist Tibor Elekes. The “The Winner,” and “Margle s At T o '
trio format is the perfect structure The Lincoln Park Inn.”

for Lightsey’s sparklmg playing There isn’t much new to say l adX B F actsm 787_8200
style. o ~~  about Patsy Cline except that she’s - 'f ..
As usual, Lightsey tests his skills been repackaged to death. To . T .
on classics from giants like Brubeck, RCA’s credit, some of her moreob- || - SOUN DBITES: To hear a
Coltrane, Monk and even Chopin. scure songs, like “Love Me Honey sample of Kirk Lightsey, select
And as he has so many times, he Do” and “Hungry For Love” have | 3810. To hear a sample of Guy
covers his hero Wayne Shorter - been mcluded, along with standards Clark, select 3811. To hear
whose blaring sax tunes must be like “Walkin® After Midnight.” ... | Gary Stewart, select 3812.
nlghtmarlsh to arrange for piano. - Each of the reasonably priced L~ -
Lightsey’s improvisational powers R A
are most mmpressive. He rarely J® ‘ Y Ty ey
marches down the middle of a ' i;i%:;';i}f o
melody, instead dancing around the .;;_ R
edges in a lyrical and deliberate way. L At Y
The exception 1s when he covers A ey e
Monk*s difficult “Four In One.” . " = &3 'f 9o T et L By
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Jazz history has its share of trag- - |
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B S B R R L e e TR s o
While he remains faithful toMonk’s | .. Gal o A iR g %' i i AR T S ee Bt
driving boppishness, he makes it g --
swiag with bluesy improvisations. | P
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